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10) ^ The drawing(s) filed on 19 June 2001 is/are: a)S accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This communication is in response to the amendment filed on November 23, 
2005. 

2. Claims 1-24 are presented for examination following the amendment of 
November 23. 2005, of which Claims 1, 4, 5, 6, 10. 14, 16. 20. 21. 23 and 24 are 
independent claims. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments in the amendment of June 22. 2005 with respect to the 
declaration of prior invention under 37 C.F.R. 1.131 have been considered and found 
persuasive. Hence, all prior Office Action rejections are here by withdrawn. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

4. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

5. Claims 20, 23 and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed 
invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

6. The basis of this rejection is set forth in a test of whether the invention is 
categorized as a process, machine, manufacture or composition of matter and if the 
invention produces a useful, concrete and tangible result. Mere ideas in the abstract 
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(i.e., abstract idea, law of nature, natural phenomena) are found to be non-statutory 
subject matter. For a method claim to pass muster, the recited process must produce a 
useful, concrete and tangible result. 

In the present case, the medium was not disclosed in the Specification to be anything 
tangible such as a hardware or a CD-ROM for example; merely (non-functional OR 
functional) descriptive material that is not tangibly embodied is non-statutory. 
7. To expedite a complete examination of the instant application, the claims 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 (nonstatutory) above are further rejected as set forth 
below in anticipation of applicant amending these claims to place them within the four 
statutory categories of invention. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

8. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 



9. Claims 1-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Brandon Buteau (U.S. Patent No. 6,442.557 and Buteau hereinafter). 
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Regarding Claims 1,4-6, 10, 14, 16 and 20-24 Buteau discloses: 

a syntax pattern selector module for selecting a syntax pattern in an automated 
process (Figure No. 9 and corresponding text, i.e. the plurality of statements in the 
query window) corresponding to a desired function (Figure No. 9 and corresponding 
text, i.e. the "select" command is the desired function) a syntax standard for use in 
generating one or more query language statements (Figure No. 9 and corresponding 
text, i.e. the plurality of statements); 

a statement assembly module for populating the syntax pattern in an automated 
process (Col 22, Lines 33-40) with an argument data set (Figure No. 9 and 
corresponding text, i.e. "where" command) associated with a desired data set (Figure 
No. 9 and corresponding text, i.e. "select" command) as part of the process of 
generating one or more query language statements (Figure No. 9 and corresponding 
text, i.e. "select", "from" and "where" commands); and 

whereby at least one query language statement is assembled to be run against a 
data source (Figure No. 9 and corresponding text, i.e. "from" command) to return the 
desired data set (Figure No. 10 and the corresponding text). 

Regarding Claims 2. 9, 1 1, 15, 19 and 22, Buteau discloses wherein the syntax 
pattern selector module selects the syntax pattern from a plurality of syntax patterns 
(Figure No. 9 and corresponding text, i.e. "from" command in combination with the 
plurality of selections in the "from" command) corresponding to a plurality of database 
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management systems (Figure No. 9 and corresponding text, i.e. the selection f data 
from the plurality of tables throughout the database). 

Regarding Claims 3 and 12, the limitations of these claims have been noted in 
the rejected claim 1 , above. In addition, Buteau discloses selection variable (Figure No. 
9 and corresponding text, i.e. "select", "from" and "where" commands). 

Regarding Claims 8 and 18, Buteau discloses wherein the system is a 
component in a reporting system (Figures 9 and 10 and the associated text; see also 
Col 22, Lines 33-62). 

Regarding Claims 13 and 17, Buteau discloses generating a query structure 
based on the desired data set, the query structure providing a basis for identifying the 
desired function (Figures 9 and 10 and the associated text, i.e. the customer contact 
information relating to certain location). 

Regarding Claim 7 Buteau discloses the argument generator module identifies 
the argument data set based on a syntax description associated with the desired 
function (Figure No. 9 and the associated text. i.e. "where" would be the argument 
command to generate syntax description that is associated with the desired function of 
the "select" command). 
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Other Prior Art Made of Record 

10. Fast (U.S. Patent No. 5664173) discloses a Method and apparatus for generating 
database queries from a meta-query pattern. 

Conclusion 

1 1 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
Applicant's disclosure. 

Points of Contact 

12. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Haythim J. Alaubaidi whose telephone number is (571) 
272-4014. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday from 8:00 AM to 
4:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tim Vo, can be reached at (571) 272-3642. 
Any response to this office action should be mailed to: 

The Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks, Washington, D.C. 20231 or Faxed at 
our central fax number (571 ) 273-8300. 
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Hand-delivered responses should be brought to the Customer Sen/ice Window of the 



Randolph Building at 401 Dulany Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 
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Patent Examiner 
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